2021 Budget and Tax Levy Impacts

Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed District (10/8/20)
Introduction
Each year the Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed District (CLFLWD) sets its annual budget, including an
approved expense budget and tax levy. At its August 27, 2020 regular meeting, the Board adopted resolution 2008-01 approving a 2021 budget of $3,306,053 and an ad valorem levy of $1,475,000 on property within the
District. The 2021 expense budget is not only supported by the levy, but with several grants, partner organization
contributions, regulatory fees, and a zero-interest Clean Water Partnership loan. By leveraging these other sources
of revenue, the District maintains its ability to implement water quality improvement programs and projects at an
aggressive pace. The District is currently on track to achieve its long-term water quality goals for several
waterbodies almost 20 years in advance of the original goal date. District staff and managers are excited to be
making such speedy progress in improving local water resources. More information on our progress is available
in our 2019 Annual Report and 2019 Progress Report at www.clflwd.org/AnnualReportsandAudits.php.

Net Tax Capacity and District Levy
The tables below show the District’s Net Tax Capacity (NTC) (total amount of taxable property within our
boundaries) and District levy (amount actually taxed by CLFLWD on properties within our boundaries) and how
they’ve increased over the last three years. The apportionment of the District’s levy to each of the two counties it
overlaps is based on the previous year’s actual apportionment of the NTC (e.g. Washington County’s 2020 NTC
drives Washington County’s portion of the 2021 levy).

% Increases in Net Tax Capacity and District Levy (with levy @ $1.475 million)
NTC Total
Increase from
Previous Year

Year

NTC Wash Co
increase from
prev year

NTC Chis Co
increase from
prev year

Levy Total
Increase from
Previous Year

Levy Wash Co
increase from
prev year

Levy Chis Co
increase from
prev year

2019

8.6%

7.9%

11.1%

8.3%

7.7%

10.8%

2020

5.6%

4.1%

10.6%

7.7%

7.0%

10.2%

2021 estimated

5.5%

5.0%

7.2%

5.4%

3.9%

10.3%
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2021 Tax Impacts
Property taxes in Minnesota are some of the most complicated in the country, with multiple exclusions and other factors
affecting the calculations. Washington and Chisago county each have a tax impact calculator tool that helps work through
complicated equations in order to estimate the District levy’s impact on its property owners. The tax impact calculators use
estimated 2021 net tax capacity values to drive the equations. As such, the resulting impact values are considered estimates.
Below are two estimated 2021 tax impact scenarios – the left scenario is for the District’s actual approved 2021 levy, the
right is a theoretical scenario for comparison purposes.

2021 Est. Tax Impacts
Average Home
Approved Levy @ $1.475 Million

2021 Est. Tax Impacts
Average Home
Comparison Scenario
Levy @ $1.4 Million (no change from 2020)

Chisago County:
• Estimated impact: $114.05
• Estimated change from prev. year: +$3.21 (+2.9%)

Chisago County:
• Est impact: $108.25
• Estimated change from prev. year: -$2.59 (-2.3%)

Washington County:
• Estimated impact: $162.41
• Estimated change from prev. year: +$0.08 (+0.05%)

Washington County:
• Estimated impact: $153.13
• Estimated change from prev. year: -$9.20 (-5.67%)

COMFORT LAKE-FOREST LAKE WATERSHED DISTRICT WWW.CLFLWD.ORG | 651-395-5850 | INFO@CLFLWD.ORG

