Don ’t "Iea've “lawn .--care"
chores until spring

Y all is the best time
of year to fertilize

your lawn and con-
tro] weeds. In fact, healthy
lawns help area lakes and
streams, Thick grass pre-
vents soil erosion by slow-

- ing down runoff and al-

lowing the abserbtion of
water. N

_ By soakingup rainwater,
lawns decréase the amount
of stormwater runoff fun-
neling pollutants into lakes
and strea.ms :

. The following fall fawn
care tips help provide a

- healthy lawn and help pro-

tect water quality:

MOW THE GRASS
It is important to keep

your grass 2 to 21/2 inches

tall throughout the fall.

If it is too long, it could
be prone to winter lawn
diseases, on the other hand,

'if it is too short, it won’t be

large enough to store food

| . for growth in the spring,

WATER THE GRASS"
Even though it-is cooler

in the fall, lawns still need
regular watering to main-

 tain plant heaith and better,

survive winter conditions.

Go ahead and water as
needed until the ground
is cold and beginning - to

freeze

pipes and sprmkler heads.

: FBRTILIZE

Mrd-to-late-Oetober is

the best time of year to fer-

tilize your lawn.

Fertilizer provides grass
with nutrients for spring
growth. - You should use no
phosphorus feriilizer be-

canse the soils in the area

- already have enough phos-

phorus.

Proper fertilization will
make your yard thick and
green, and keep the green
out of our lakes.

Fertilizers  containing

phosphorus canndt be used

on lawns and turf in Min-
nesota unless one of the
following situations exists:

_*A soil test or plant tis-
sue test shows a need for
phosphorus.

*A new lawn is berng es-
tablishéd by seeding or lay-
ing sod.

sPhosphorus  fertilizer

is being applied on a golf’

course by trained staff.
*Phosphorus  fertilizer

is being applied on farms

growing sod for sale.

‘When these situations do

not exist, state law requires
phosphorus—free lawn: fer-

tilize is to be used.: The
-nutrient value of a fertilizer’
is indicated by a series of

three numbers prmted on
its container. .

The numbers represent
percent nutrient content of
nitrogen, phosphorous and

-potassium, in that order.

A ) _fe_rtrhzer _marked
with: 22:0:15, for example,

"is. phosphorus-free - as. the
* middle number is zero (0.
-If you have an automat- g :
ic lrugatlon system, avoid
damage by having it blown
out with compressed air be- -
fore the water freezes in the

CONTROL, WEEDS

Limited amount of weeds
should be removed by hand

. or spot treated wrth herbi-

cides.

'SWEEP. Up

Sweep up and reuse lawn
care products that fall on
the streets, sidewalks, and
driveways.

‘Mutcy,
"LEAVES, IN FALL .

‘storm. sewers

- izer for your garden. .

- remain on your lawn -and
- chopping them into. a thin

‘damage, : while providing

-gites;. - ¢

! '_admmrstrator/ limnologist
‘at the .Cornfort Lake—Tor-

trict ofﬁce at 651-209-9753,

or visit c]ﬂwd ofg.
September is the best -

time of year to treat dande-

lions and Creeping Charlie. LIC. SERVICE MESSAGE FROM

..Also keep grass. ehp-
pings, leaf litter, and oth-
er -organic debris off of |
driveways, sidewalks, and
streets.

RECYCLE

There are several ways |
you can dispose of fallen
leaves. 1

1 |

VWe recommend com- |
posting bgcause it keeps
leaves out of streets and

Compostmg also gives
you a great natural fertil- |

- You can also use fallen
leaves, whole or chipped-
by a lawn  mower, as winter
muich around rose bushes
and landscape plants.

Allow fallen leaves to i

make several passes  over
them wiih a lawn mower,

layer fine enough fo siay on
the lawn; without causing

nutrients for the grass.

" You can also -rake ‘and
bag your leaves and. dis-
pose them at local compost
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