In 1955, the Minnesota Legislature passed the Watershed Act in order to
better address water-related issues and concerns occurring within the
state at the watershed level. Watershed Districts are special purpose units
of government that have been created to help prevent and solve water
resource problems on a watershed basis. The boundaries of a watershed
generally follow the hydrologic or topographical limits of an area or region.
There are 81 major watersheds in Minnesota, some of which overlap
into adjoining states. Together, these watersheds make up the State’s
ten drainage basins. The Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed is a subwatershed of the St. Croix River Watershed and is located in southern
Chisago County and northern Washington County.

YOUR WATERSHED DISTRICT

The Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed District (CLFLWD) encompasses
roughly 49-square miles including the Cities of Chisago City, Forest Lake,
Scandia, and Wyoming. The watershed outlets to the northwest to the Sunrise
River, which flows northeast through Chisago County before discharging to the
St. Croix River. The District is governed by an appointed Board of Managers
from both Chisago and Washington counties. Public board meeting are held at
6:30 p.m. on the second and fourth Thursday of the month via the Zoom virtual
meeting platform. Learn more at www.clflwd.org/minutes.php

The District’s water resource management approach is based on a core
framework of adaptive management, diagnostic monitoring, and costbenefit analysis. Adaptive management is an iterative approach of resource
assessment, problem identification, project implementation, progress
evaluation, and course correction that reflects the dynamic nature of water
resources, climate and the surrounding landscape. All District activities are
guided by scientific methods and economic principles.
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Image: Segment of the Sunrise River, just downstream of the Highway 61 crossing.
The Sunrise River flows northeast through Chisago County before discharging to the
St. Croix River.

Cover Image: Sunrise over Moody Lake highlights an area of open water created by the aeration system. The aeration system, managed by
the watershed district, is used to maintain oxygen levels in the lake throughout the winter to help prevent winterkill of gamefish. This photo
was captured by District staff during their weekly safety inspection of the aeration system and signage.
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The Mission of the Comfort Lake-Forest Lake
Watershed District is to protect and improve its
water resources through adaptive management
approaches and education of local stakeholders.

Water Quality Project Grants
The Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed District (CLFLWD) has been
awarded two Clean Water Fund grants totaling $625,500 in fiscal year
2022 for projects to improve water quality in Forest Lake and Moody
Lake. The first grant, which scored the highest and was ranked #1 out of
53 proposals received, is for the Washington Judicial Ditch 6 Wetland
Restoration Project. This project, recommended to receive $386,000 in
grant funds, will restore a drained wetland resulting in a phosphorus load
reduction of approximately 38 pounds per year to Forest Lake (comprising
40% the remaining load reductions needed for this subwatershed). This
wetland restoration project will also improve native vegetation and
habitat diversity. The second grant, ranked #16 of proposals received, is
for Moody Lake Capstone Projects. These projects will address remaining
phosphorus loading hotspots around Moody Lake for an estimated 45 lb/
yr phosphorus reduction (final 5% of total reduction goal), ensuring Moody
Lake meets long-term water quality goals and maintains its current clear
water state. Excess phosphorus promotes algae growth in lakes. Both of
these projects will result in clearer water and less algae in Forest Lake
and Moody Lake, as well as downstream waterbodies such as Bone Lake
and Comfort Lake.
The CLFLWD has an excellent track record of obtaining
Clean Water Fund grants to implement lake improvement
projects. Since 2014, the Watershed District has been
awarded a cumulative total of over $4.5 million in Clean
Water Fund grant dollars over the years, making it the
#1 cumulative grant winner in the Projects and Practices
category for the most recent 9-year period. Visit www.
CLFLWD.org for more on the Watershed District’s work
protecting and improving local lakes and other water
resources.

Accepting Applications for
Watercraft Inspectors
The CLFLWD is currently accepting applications for multiple parttime (20 hours per week) Watercraft Inspectors for the 2022 boating
season (May-October). Primary duties include inspecting watercraft at
local boat launches for Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS), informing and
educating the public on the threats of ecologically harmful AIS, and
providing citizens with training and education on how to prevent the
transport of AIS. All training is provided, no prior inspection experience
required. Applicants must at least 18 years of age and have access to
an insured motor vehicle. Shifts are concentrated on weekends, Friday
to Sunday. Wages start at $16.00 per hour without benefits; Time-anda-half pay for holiday work; Raises available for returning inspectors;
Season-end performance-based bonuses available to all inspectors.
Learn more about the Watercraft Inspector position, and how to apply,
online at www.clflwd.org/job-openings.php

Citizen Advising Opportunities
Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC)
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The CAC is an advisory group made up of area residents who advise the
Board of Managers on water-related community concerns and provide
public input regarding policy and project matters. CAC members also
have the opportunity to plan and participate in volunteer events. The CAC
meets monthly in the evenings by means of the virtual meeting platform
Zoom. No prior experience or training is required to join the CAC.

Farmer Led Council
The Farmer Led Council is a group of volunteers who farm within the
watershed and assist in engaging area farmers on topics including water
quality, soil health, and farming best practices. The Council also advises
staff on our agriculture programs. Our volunteers range from beginning
farmers to long-time experts and come from farms of all sizes. The council
meets regularly in the winter, and occasionally throughout the growing
season.
Learn more about these committees
www.clflwd.org/about_committees.php
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Citizen Science Opportunities
The CLFLWD has a comprehensive water monitoring program to track
and understand the water quality of its more significant water resources.
But, we can’t be everywhere all the time! The following programs help
augment the water data we collect with data that volunteers collect.

Citizen Assisted Monitoring Program (CAMP)
Selection of water samples collected by CAT volunteer

On a bi-weekly basis (April-October), each volunteer collects a surface
water sample for lab analysis of total phosphorus, total nitrogen, and
chlorophyll-a. They also measure temperature and water clarity, and
record some observations about the lake’s physical and recreational
condition. All training is provided. If you’re interested in learning more
about this program please contact Garrett Miller at garrett.miller@clflwd.
org or 651-395-5854.

Citizen Assisted Tributary Monitoring (CAT)
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Want More?
Visit us online at www.clflwd.org
Stop-in at 44 Lake, St. South, Suite A, Forest Lake, MN 55025
Follow us @clflwd on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube
Questions? 651-395-5850 or info@clflwd.org

Winner of the MN Association of Watershed District’s 2021 Program of the
Year award, the CAT program utilizes volunteers to take water samples at
small and flashy drainage points surrounding selected lakes. The samples
are then analyzed using inexpensive, yet accurate, digital colorimeters.
The CAT program is a low-cost (about $12 per sample) screening tool
that both complements and focuses more expensive full scale diagnostic
efforts. The outcome of these monitoring efforts is a refined understanding
of the distribution of watershed pollutant sources that impact surface
water quality. All training is provided. If you’re interested in learning more
about this program please contact Trey Jonas at trey.jonas@clflwd.org or
651-395-5852.

