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4.0 PRINCIPLES GUIDING PLAN DEVELOPMENT 

Three underlying principles guided the development of this Plan.  The statutory authority 

provided under Minnesota Law to the DISTRICT for managing water resources is the 

first principle.  Coordinating the large number of local, state, and federal agencies with 

responsibility and authority for water management within the DISTRICT to effectively 

manage water represents a significant planning challenge.  This Plan is based on 

recognizing the responsibility and authority provided to the DISTRICT within the larger 

framework of state and federal government responsibility.  The Plan is intended to clearly 

identify the roles and responsibilities of the various agencies involved in water 

management, and identify those of the DISTRICT.  

The second principle used during Plan development is the need for a comprehensive 

watershed based approach to water management.  The goals presented by this plan, 

represent a comprehensive approach toward water management. 

The need for sustainable solutions to water management problems is the third principle 

that guided Plan development.  Sustainability is defined as using resources to meet 

current needs, while ensuring that adequate resources are available for future generations.  

The need for water resource management using sustainability principles has been 

recognized by many, but there are presently no guidelines for water resource plan 

development (see Meeting Minnesota’s Water and Wastewater Needs, Draft Recom-

mendations; Crosscurrents, Managing Water Resources; Minnesota Water Plan; and 

Common Ground, Achieving Sustainable Communities in Minnesota).  Therefore, this 

Plan attempts to broadly incorporate the concept of sustainability. 

4.1 PRINCIPLES OF SUSTAINABILITY AS THEY APPLY TO WATER 

MANAGEMENT 

The basis for sustainability within water resource management is the realization that 

water is an integral part of the natural environment and a social and economic good, 

whose quantity and quality determine the nature of its utilization.  Priority must be given 

to satisfying basic human needs and the safeguarding of ecosystems.  The concept of 

sustainability is a comprehensive form of planning.  It encompasses least-cost analysis of 

resource management options, as well as a participatory decision-making process and the 

development of water resource alternatives.  These alternatives take into consideration 

the communities and environment that may be affected, the numerous institutions 

concerned with water resources and the potential for competing policy goals. 


