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Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed District (CLFLWD) Board of Managers
March 20, 2020
District Administrator’s Report for the March 26th Regular Board Meeting

Administration (1000 series)

•

•

1001 – Board Administration
o Conferences & Workshops


The MAWD Legislative Breakfast and Day at the Capitol has been
cancelled.



Minnesota Department of Administration – Data Practices Office webinar
Data Practices and OML during a State of Emergency: Q&A Session
Thursday, March 26th from 11:30-12:15p.m.
https://mn.gov/admin/assets/State%20of%20Emergency%20QA%20flyer
%20mar20_tcm36-423422.pdf

1003 – General Administration
o The 2019 audit office visit was conducted on March 2nd and 3rd.

o Permitting Coordinator, Abigail Ernst, started with the District Monday, March 2nd.
o Staff and Manager Anderson attended the Webinar presented by the League of
Minnesota Cities entitled Preparing Local Government for COVID-19 on
Thursday, March 12th.
o Jessica attended the Webinar presented by computer security company FRSecure
entitled The Impact of COVID-19 on Information Security on Wednesday, March
18th.
o Staff have been actively communicating with area local government units, other
watershed districts, and the League of Minnesota Cities regarding practices and
policies being implanted in response to the evolving situation with COVID-19
Minnesota.

Programs (3000 series)

•

3002 – Permitting
o See Permitting Update attachment for administrative updates.

o Trey and Abigail attended a pre-permit meeting at the Scandia Community Center
regarding a deck expansion on Bone Lake.
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o Trey and Abigail attended a remote meeting regarding the 2023 Highway 8
improvement project.
•

3003 – Monitoring and Data Assessment
o Staff has been preparing for the coming monitoring season by maintaining and
testing all equipment. Replacement parts for the ISCO automated stream sampling
units have been ordered as well as additional equipment needed for the CAMP and
diagnostic monitoring efforts.
o With the warm weather and early snow melt, EOR completed a full round of grab
samples at all desired locations on March 12th. Also, four of the nine ISCO autosampling units were deployed on 3-19-2020 in order to capture these early runoff
events. The remaining units will be deployed as soon as replacement parts are
delivered, and the units are fully tested.
o Staff has been developing monitoring plans for the 2020 season. Citizen Assisted
Tributary (CAT) monitoring will focus on Forest Lake 3rd Lake and Bone Lake.
Trey Jonas and Blayne Eineichner are developing this effort. In addition, Blayne
Eineichner is developing IoRodeo monitoring plans for the JD6 and Hiems Lake
drainages. These efforts will coordinate with EOR efforts in the basin to avoid
overlap.

•

3004 – Non-Point Source Pollution Abatement (Cost-Share)
o Jason Kuennen and Garrett Miller meet with Angela Defenbaugh and Andy Novak
from the Washington Conservation District to discuss the 2020 Plant Grant
Program. In 2020, Jason Kuennen will be the new District contact for the program
and will work with the WCD to coordinate site inspections and process
applications. This being said, the developments surrounding COVID-19 will likely
change this arrangement. It is my initial recommendation to allow the WCD to
make the first visit by themselves and District staff follow up appropriately.
o As part of its Downtown District Joint Study, the City of Forest Lake recently
requested cost-share funding from CLFLWD in the amount of $20,000. This
amount is an approximate split cost for tasks including storm sewer hydrologic and
hydraulic assessment, regional stormwater management planning, and summary
data and report. EOR advised that the cost-share amount seems reasonable, and I
have also run the idea past President Spence who was in favor as well. The 2020
budget contains $50,000 under 3-004-E Municipal Stormwater Cost-Share. Given
that this cost is in the budget and within $20,000, it is within the District
Administrator’s contracting authority. I will plan to proceed with authorizing the
funds accordingly.

•

3005 – Education and Outreach
o The nomination period for the Watershed Champion Award is now open. The
program details and nomination form are attached. Nominations will be accepted
through March 31st. Additional information on the program can be found online
here: https://www.clflwd.org/watershed-champion.php
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o The CLFLWD had been invited to host a booth at the Forest Lake High School
Career Fair on April 9th. This event has been cancelled by the High School.
o Events


Turf Talks: Citizen Advisory Committee Member, Jack MacKenzie,
planned to host his popular Turf Talks workshops this Spring on March 21st
and April 4th. The District has cancelled both workshops. However, staff
has still made information available on this topic online.



State of the Watershed Public Meeting: The Districts second annual State
of the Watershed Public Meeting is scheduled for April 30th at Stella’s on
97. Given the evolving situation surrounding COVID-19 there has been
discussion about cancelling, postponing, or hosting the event virtually. This
item is on the agenda for Board discussion

o Publications

•



A walk in the woods, a planted seed, new skills to learn by Angie Hong.
Published online https://eastmetrowater.org/2020/03/17/a-walk-in-thewoods-a-planted-seed-new-skills-to-learn/



Wet Basement? Sorry, no app for that by Angie Hong. Published online
https://eastmetrowater.org/2020/03/06/wet-basement-sorry-no-app-forthat/



The hills [will soon be] alive with the sound of music by Angie Hong.
Published online https://eastmetrowater.org/2020/02/27/the-hills-willsoon-be-alive-with-the-sound-of-music/



More articles by Angie Hong available online at https://eastmetrowater.org/

3006 – Technical Resource Sharing and Interagency Communication
o 3006F Watershed Management Plan (WMP) Update: This item is on the March 26th
agenda for discussion.
o GIS – Trey is working on completing a map of the district with more clearly labeled
roads that the public can use as a reference.

•

3007 – Research
o EOR met with the John Brockgreitens. at Claros on 3-12-2020. Claros is starting
to produce the material needed to implement at the Heath Ave drop inlet. EOR is
planning to pull the current material out of the Hayward channel late spring and
clean it for phosphorus capture results and then determine the next steps for a
potential larger implementation of the material back into the Hayward ditch.

•

3008 – Measurement of Progress
o Workload Analysis & Visioning: Workshop #1 is scheduled for Wednesday, April
8th 10 am – 2:30 pm. Attendees to include Board members, key staff, and Houston
Engineering. The purpose of Workshop #1 will be to review statutory/rule/petitiondriven purposes, current plan goals and activities, District rule implementation, and
core/critical services. Attendees will include the Board, some staff, and Houston
Engineering. The workshop will be held remotely; exact call-in instructions TBD.
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•

3009 – Grant Research and Preparation
o Staff has been working on executing several grant agreements recently including
with the Department of Natural Resources, Washington County, and Board of
Water and Soil Resources.

•

3010 – Operations and Maintenance
o Staff is also working on purchasing watercraft to aid in the monitoring, AIS
programs, and general surface water related data collection and observations to
assist in District efforts. The City is willing to store any such watercraft for the
District and in turn, we intend to make these available to the City for their use and/or
emergency response needs.

•

3011 – Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention and Management
o District staff is currently working with WSB to develop a common carp removal
plan for Shields Lake. Due to the Alum treatment, potential future removal plans
will avoid boating and netting in the main basin of the lake to mitigate sediment
disturbance. A work plan and cost estimate are anticipated to be ready by the end
of March.
o On March 3rd, Garrett Miller attended a metro area carp management meeting with
other LGU’s and organizations that are actively managing common carp. Attendees
discussed the difficulties of carp management and what resources are needed to
improve effectiveness. Future meetings are tentatively scheduled for this summer.
o The Bone Lake Association’s March 24th meeting was cancelled until further
notice. Garrett emailed the lake association the AIS and watercraft inspection
updates that would have been given in person.
o The CLFLWD, FLLA, and BLA all have received several grants from Washington
County and the Minnesota DNR for AIS management in 2020. The District has
communicated to the lake associations that staff are available to provide assistance
and management advice when deciding how best to use the awarded grant monies.
As always, the District will contract Blue Water Science for all delineation and
assessment surveys.
o Blayne Eineichner and Garrett Miller have been working with Jerome Grundtner to
develop a new Forest Lake native aquatic plant harvester map. The map for 2020
expands the 2019 treatment areas from 53.6 acres to a little over 100 acres.
Treatment areas will avoid all flowering rush, EWM, and rare native plant
locations. Overlap between permitted harvester locations and CLP growth sites will
be avoided until it dies off in mid-summer.

Projects (5000 series)

•

5100 Floodplain: With spring on its way, it’s time to prepare for flooding. The National
Weather Service predicts we will be seeing an early start to the flood season in early March,
starting from southwest MN, due to mild temperatures but thankfully below-normal
precipitation through mid-March. The Weather Service is also carefully watching a
potential pattern change toward wetter weather toward the end of the month. Staff posted
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several informational materials to the website homepage newsfeed at www.clflwd.org.
Managers are encouraged to review the materials and may request printouts and/or a
presentation by staff if desired.
•

5200 Lakes
o Moody Lake: The Moody Lake aerator will continue to operate until ice out.
Recent Dissolved Oxygen (DO) readings had indicated relatively low oxygen levels
in the lake. These low levels have been noticed on other lakes throughout the area.
o Bone Lake:

o Shields Lake: The Shields Lake aerator will continue to operate until ice out.
Recent Dissolved Oxygen (DO) readings had indicated relatively low oxygen levels
in the lake. These low levels have been noticed on other lakes throughout the area.

o Forest Lake:

o Comfort Lake:

•

5400 Wetlands
o Bone Lake Drained Wetlands: All landowner agreements and easements are in
place, and designs have been developed to the 30% level. EOR is currently working
on the 80% designs that will be sufficient to initiate permitting for these projects.
Both projects are on schedule for implementation this fall.
o Wetland Bank: EOR is currently assisting staff with investigating a potential
wetland bank / land purchase opportunity in the Fourth Lake and Lendt Lake area.
They will report their initial findings at the March 26th board meeting.

•

5800 Interagency Communication
o One Watershed One Plan: Emily is completing a thorough final review of the draft
LSC plan. Her time will be billed to the LSC 1W1P grant under the plan writing
assistant assignment. In addition to this she will be including a review of whether
manager comments from February 8th were incorporated and to what extent. She
will provide a brief summary to Administrator Kinney once she is finished with
that additional review.
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1|Permitting Program Update (02/19/2020 – 03/17/2020)

18-017-P1

Administrative Updates

Third Lake Estates Block 1, Lot 9

LMD: Forest Lake

Applicable Rules: 3.0, 9.0

New Impervious: 0.07

Project Summary: Construction of new single-family home within the development.
Applied: 2/27/20
18-017-P2

19-027

Approved: 3/6/20

Active: 3/6/20

Closed Out: N/A

Third Lake Estates Block 1, Lot 9

LMD: Forest Lake

Applicable Rules: 3.0, 9.0

New Impervious: N/A

Project Summary:

Construction of new single-family home within the development.

Applied: 3/5/20

Approved: 3/6/20

Active: 3/6/20

Closed Out: N/A

A-1 Mini Storage

LMD: Comfort Lake

Applicable Rules: 2.0, 3.0, 9.0, 10

New Impervious: 0.67

Project Summary: Storage Unit Expansion
Applied: 8/26/19
20-001

Approved: 2/27/20

Active: 2/28/20

Closed Out: N/A

Flynn Single Family Home

LMD: Forest Lake

Applicable Rules: 3.0, 9.0

New Impervious: 0.063

Project Summary: Construction of new single-family home.
Applied: 2/7/20
20-002

Approved: 3/10/20

Active: N/A

Closed Out: N/A

Applewood Nursery Relocation

LMD: Comfort Lake

Applicable Rules: 2.0, 3.0, 9.0

New Impervious: 8.6

Project Summary: Relocation of Applewood Nursery
Applied: 2/25/20

Approved: N/A

Active: N/A

Closed Out: N/A
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Comfort

Little Comfort

Forest

Bone

Total3

Current Residential2

7

5

20

10

42

Current Developments4

3

2

2

0

7

Current Commercial

6

2

4

0

12

Current Governmental

4

0

2

0

6

Total Current Sites1

20

9

28

10

67

Total Inspections in 2020

71

33

47

45

196

Average Inspections per
Site in 2020
Total Non-Compliant
Inspection Items in 2020

7.1

3.3

5.9

5

5.3

8

9

28

0

45

Average Percentage of
Non-Compliant Items per
Inspection in 2020

2.6

2.9

14

0

4.9

Permitting Program Metrics1
YEAR TO DATE METRICS
Notes:
1.

Current site numbers include all permits that are either active or in the permitting process as of 3/17/2020. 2020 inspection
numbers include all inspections conducted in 2020 as of 3/17/2020 – this may include inspections of projects that are currently
closed out.

2.

Residential numbers do not include any homes within residential developments/subdivisions.

3.

Totals may not equal the sum of each Lake Management District’s numbers. Some projects are in more than one LMD and
are counted for each applicable LMD.

4.

Comfort Lake LMD developments include: Cherry Hill (2 lots), Shoreview 1 (2 lots), Woods on Comfort Lake (9 lots), and
Heims Lake Villas (33 lots). Little Comfort Lake LMD developments include: Liberty Ponds (79 lots) and Birch Lake Estates (5
lots). Forest Lake LMD developments include: Chestnut Creek (220 lots) and Third Lake Estates (10 lots).

5.

The inspection numbers for Little Comfort LMD seem disproportionate to the number of sites because one inspection is counted
for each Liberty Ponds home, but the development of Liberty Ponds is counted as one site for the purpose of maintaining
consistency with the other developments.
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Note: The point labeled 18-017 represents two new permit transfers within the Third Lake Estates Development: 18-017P1, and 18-017-P2.

The hills [will soon be] alive with the sound of music
By: Angie Hong | February 27, 2020

It is never a secret when my son and I go for a walk. You can hear us coming from at least a
block away. I’m usually singing because I consider myself to be either Julie Andrews or June
Carter, depending on the day. Charlie is tripping along behind me in oversized boots replacing
all of my words with cats or some similar nonsense. We talk to animals we see along the way,
and not in sweet soothing tones like Snow White. Instead, we yell at the top of our lungs, “Hey
squirrel! How are you today?”
This past weekend was absolutely
gorgeous. The balmy 45° weather
was like a giant box of sugar-glazed
donuts after four months of nothing
but kale. Charlie and I took the dogs
for a walk and didn’t come home for
more than two hours. We spent at
least 30 minutes of that time talking
with a group of chickadees and
pewees in the wood at the top of the
ravine. “Peee-weee,” they said to us.
“Chick-a-dee-dee-dee,” we replied.
Someday soon, the snow will finish melting, the trees will begin to turn green, and
Minnesotans of all colors, shapes and sizes will begin dreaming of gardens and spring. This
year, for the first time ever, the State of Minnesota is offering funding to residents to plant
flowers, shrubs and trees that support pollinator species. The $350 grants will be
administered through the Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) and are intended to help
people plant native gardens, flowering trees and shrubs, bee lawns, and pollinator meadows.
The goal is to protect the newly named state bee – the Rusty Patched Bumblebee – as well
as 449 other native bee species, 145 species of butterflies (including Monarchs), and
countless other moths, beetles, hummingbirds and flies that pollinate our flowers, fruit and
trees. Apply for funding at www.bluethumb.org.
In addition to state grants, many local entities also provide incentive grants for planting
projects that protect water and wildlife. Within Washington County, watershed management
organizations offer grants ranging in size from $500 to $2500 for raingardens, native
shoreline and streambank plantings, and conversion of turf to prairie or alternative lawns.

City of Oak Park Heights is debuting a “micro-grant” program this year, which will provide city
residents with reimbursement, up to $250, for pollinator gardens as well. As a complement to
these grants, Washington Conservation District conducts free on-site visits for county
residents to help identify potential projects and grants, give advice, and develop planting
plans. Sign up online at www.mnwcd.org to request a site visit, beginning in April.
This spring, East Metro Water Resource Education Program will also team up with Blue
Thumb – Planting for Clean Water to conduct workshops around the area. Planting for
Pollinator workshops will be offered in Marine on St. Croix (Mar 19), North St. Paul (Mar 25),
Woodbury (Apr 7), Stillwater (Apr 28), Mahtomedi (May 4), and Afton/Lakeland (May TBD)(all
workshops are 6-8pm). Landscaping for Wildlife will be offered in Hugo/Forest Lake on Apr
23, 6:30-7:30pm. During these workshops, staff from Blue Thumb and the Washington
Conservation District will recommend the best species to plant to attract pollinators and birds
to your yard, and will provide how-to instructions for removing existing turf, planting
raingarden and shoreline areas, and maintaining native gardens. Learn more and register
at www.mnwcd.org/events.

The first workshop of the spring will be held in Marine on St. Croix on March 19.
In addition, Pollinator Friendly Alliance will give presentations at the Stillwater Library on
May 16, 10:30am and Hardwood Creek Library on May 27, 6:30-7:30pm. Learn more
at www.pollinatorfriendly.org/events.
DIY resources are also available online
at www.bluethumb.org and www.bwsr.state.mn.us/L2L.
The hills will soon be alive with the sound of music, and with luck, your yard will also be
filled with the songs of birds and bees. Say hi to the birds when they arrive, and tell them
that I said “pee-wee!”

Wet basement? Sorry, no app for that.
By: Angie Hong | March 6, 2020

The sun is out, the snow is melting, and someday soon you may go downstairs and discover
that your basement is wet. What should you do?
First, it is important to determine why your basement is wet. When we first bought our 1870s
home in Stillwater, water poured into the basement every time it rained. The reason? The roof
didn’t have gutters and downspouts on all sides. Instead, rain sheet-flowed off of the roof to
the ground directly below, and quickly seeped in through the basement walls. After we
installed gutters and downspouts to direct water away from our house, the basement rarely
collected water.

It’s important also to make sure that downspouts extend far enough away from your home to
prevent water from flowing backwards into window wells or your foundation. Use downspout
extenders to redirect the flow and check gutters and downspouts periodically to make sure
they aren’t clogged by leaves or seeds.
If water is flowing downhill into your home from your driveway or the street, you will need to
contour your landscaping to re-route the water around your home. Landscaping features
could include a dry stream bed, contoured berm of soil, or a series of raingardens to capture
and redirect the water. Be careful NOT to redirect water into your neighbors’
homes. Washington Conservation District provides free site visits for Washington County
residents and can provide recommendations on how to manage drainage concerns. Usually,
these type of landscaping projects do not qualify for watershed district cost-share grants

because they don’t provide a public water quality benefit. However, if you live uphill of a lake
or stream and install a raingarden that filters water flowing downhill, you may be able to
secure a small incentive grant for the project.
Sometimes, when surficial groundwater levels
are very high, groundwater will begin seeping
into basements. This happens most often in
areas that are landlocked, have heavy clay
soils, or are located near wetlands and lakes.
The only remedy for groundwater seepage is
to use a sump pump to pump water out of your
basement and direct it downhill, away from
your home.
The National Weather Service and Minnesota
Climatology Department are both predicting
major flooding this spring. If you live in a low
lying area near a lake, stream, wetland, or the
Mississippi or St. Croix Rivers, ask your city or
township if they will have sand bags available
for residents to use to protect their homes.
Sand and bags can also be purchased from
private contractors.
Use sand bags to temporarily protect low
windows and doorways or re-direct water
around the edge of your home and away from the foundation. It is rarely necessary to build a
perimeter around your house. Sand bags should be filled half to two-thirds full and do not
need to be tied at the top. Lay them flat on the ground to create a solid row. The bags should
overlap so that the open ends are covered. The second row of sandbags should be offset so
that each sandbag covers the junction between the two below. If you are placing sandbags
near doors and windows, be sure to remove snow and ice first so that they lay flush on the
ground. If you have an individual septic system, you may also need to place plastic sheeting
and sand bags over below-grade drains inside, such as floor and shower drains, to prevent
floodwaters from rising up into your house.
For information about flood insurance, talk to your insurance company or the National Flood
Insurance Program (https://www.floodsmart.gov/ or 1-888-379-9531). Flood insurance does
not go into effect until 30 days after purchase.
Find additional information to prepare for flooding at http://www.mnwcd.org/flooding.

