Mike Kinney
Administrator/M.S.
651.395.5855
Michael.Kinney@clflwd.org

TO:
DATE:
RE:

44 Lake Street South, Suite A
Forest Lake, MN 55025

Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed District (CLFLWD) Board of Managers
June 16, 2022
District Administrator’s Report for the June 23, 2022, Regular Board Meeting

Administration (1000 series)
•

1001 – Board Administration
o Washington County has posted the board vacancy for the position that Manager
Loth now occupies. Manager Loth was notified in advance, and he has resubmitted
his application for another three-year term.

•

1003 – General Administration
o Allanah O’Brien, the District’s first Career Launch Intern from Forest Lake High
School, completed her internship on June 8th. Allanah assisted several staff
members in a variety of program areas throughout her month-long internship.
o Planning Coordinator Emily Heinz confirmed that MN Pollution Control Agency
received the first payment of $75,000 on the District’s Clean Water Partnership
Loan A. Payment due dates are June 15th and December 15th each year.
o Office Manager Bobbie Law was notified, verbally by Tom Swanson's wife, that
the current District office space will be going on the multiple listing service (MLS)
for sale. On June 9th the listing agent Anthony Groff visited the office and took
photos to be included in the property listing. The sale of the property includes the
entire building, not just the Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed District office
space.

Programs (3000 series)
•

3002 – Permitting
o See Permitting Update attachment for updates.

•

3003 – Monitoring and Data Assessment
o Continued Lake, Stream, DIY and CAT monitoring. Two precipitation events were
monitored and lake monitoring was conducted according to the monthly schedule.

•

3004 – Non-Point Source Pollution Abatement (Cost-Share)
o Staff conducted three site visits to District residents to assess potential plant grant
opportunities and assess additional resource concerns. One plant grant application
was approved for a Reed Canary Grass replacement project south of Forest Lake.
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o An acre of dry prairie was planted as part of a row crop conversion project near
Lake Keewatin. This project is assessing the use of mycorrhizal inoculant in the
conversion of row crops to native prairie and is partially supported with District
cost share funds. The weed wrench acquired by the District has been loaned out
four times this month to area residents who have used it to remove woody invasive
species, such as buckthorn, on their property.
o Planning Coordinator Emily Heinz began discussions with the District’s Board of
Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) Conservationist, Michelle Jordan, regarding the
potential upcoming amendment or non-amendment of the Watershed Management
Plan with respect to the Commercial/Community Grant Program. Depending on the
Board’s ultimate direction with the program (and how much that direct differs from
what is written in the WMP) the District may be able to simply distribute a revised
WMP with any deleted text shown as stricken and any added text shown in
underline. Emily will work closely with Michelle to ensure the District is
maintaining transparency with regard to this program.
•

3005 – Education and Outreach
o Operations and Outreach Specialist, Jessica Lindemyer, joined educators from
other EMWREP partner organizations at William O’Brien State Park on Tuesday,
May 31st for the inaugural EMWREP Education Retreat which consisted of several
train-the-trainer activities.

o Events


Lake Friendly Landscapes – How to add native plants to your yard and
garden (CLFLWD Event)
Ms. Lindemyer, and Land Management Specialist, Aidan Read, held a
“Lake Friendly Landscaping” workshop on Thursday, June 16th at the
Hardwood Creek Library. More than 16 residents registered to attend the
workshop.



Turf Talks – Introduction to Lawn Management (CLFLWD Event)
Ms. Lindemyer assisted Master Water Steward, Jack MacKenzie, in hosting
his second “Turf Talk” workshop of the season on Saturday, June 18th at the
Hardwood Creek Library. More than 7 residents registered to attend the
workshop.
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Aquatic Plant Identification Workshop (CLFLWD Event)
Wednesday, July 20th | Time TBD
Hardwood Creek Library, 19955 Forest Blvd, Forest Lake
Join local water experts at the Forest Lake Library for a hands-on learning
activity perfect for all ages. Staff from the Comfort Lake-Forest Lake
Watershed District will introduce participants to a variety of native, and
non-native, aquatic plant species. Participants will learn the basics of how
to identify these species and understand the role aquatic plants play in the
health of our local lakes and rivers.



Arts in the Park (Partner Event)
Arts in the Park started Tuesday, June 7th and reoccurs each Tuesday
through August (except July 5th). Ms. Lindemyer and Senior Program
Manager, Beth Carreño staffed a booth on the opening day of the Arts in
the Park series. Due to the excessive heat advisory staff did not host a booth
on Tuesday, June 14th.

District Tour and State of the Watershed (CLFLWD Event)
Ms. Lindemyer is in the process of scheduling both the District Tour and
State of the Watershed events for this fall as directed at the May 12, 2022
regular board meeting. Updates will be provided via the Administrator’s
Report as they become available.
o Publications






Community Forestry Initiative will help Minnesota Cities adapt to changing
climate conditions By Angie Hong. Published online May 27, 2022.
https://eastmetrowater.org/2022/05/27/community-forestry-initiative-willhelp-minnesota-cities-adapt-to-changing-climate-conditions/
Who maintains raingardens after they are planted? By Angie Hong.
Published online June 2, 2022.
https://eastmetrowater.org/2022/06/02/who-maintains-raingardens-afterthey-are-planted/

•

3006 – Technical Resource Sharing and Interagency Communication
o Lower St. Croix One Watershed One Plan: The metro Watershed Based
Implementation Funding (WBIF) convening meeting is scheduled for June 22nd at
1pm. As discussed at the June 9th regular board meeting, Manager Anderson has
been designated the voting representative for CLFLWD. Planning Coordinator
Emily Heinz has been in correspondence with Managers Anderson and Schmaltz
regarding preparations for the meeting. Emily will attend the regularly scheduled
LSC Steering Committee meeting immediately after the convene meeting where
the Committee will consider acting on CLFLWD’s grant request for the Sunrise
River/Tax Forfeit/Highway 61 Wetland Restoration Project (a Chisago County
petitioned project).

•

3008 – Measurement of Progress

•

3009 – Grant Research and Preparation
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o As discussed at the May 25th special board meeting, staff submitted a grant
application to the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Fund for the Bone Lake South
Wetland Acquisition & Enhancement Project requesting grant funds totaling
$4,475,000. Staff also worked with Great River Greening to submit another grant
application for habitat enhancement work on District-owned properties. The review
committee should release more information about grant awards later this fall. If
awarded, grant funds would be available starting July 2023.
•

3010 – Operations and Maintenance
o Staff completed a draft comprehensive operations and maintenance protocol. It is
currently under review by staff.
o Staff installed a “beaver deceiver” device at the Edell wetland project to reduce
beaver dam related flooding and ensure that the wetland water surface elevation is
consistent with the project design.

•

3011 – Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention & Management
o

•

3012 – Land Acquisition & Management
o Staff purchased and will install gates at the entrances to the Cranberry Channel
property. Staff is currently awaiting utility locates before digging in the required
fence posts. Signs will be created and hung near these gates informing the public
of the access rules for this property.
o Staff have been coordinating with Jackie McNamara, the District’s real estate
attorney and the title company to set up a closing for the property that has been
offered as a donation.

•

3013 – Watershed Planning & Resiliency

Projects (5000 series)
•

5200 Lakes
o Moody Lake:
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Moody Capstone – landowner outreach underway.

o Bone Lake:


NE Bone Lake Wetland – riparian buffer installed at the wetland site.
Spoils from the project have been spread, disced, and seeded. The project
is essentially completed.

o Little Comfort Lake:


BBSLC Channel – Interfluve surveys completed. They have begun
developing potential restoration opportunities for the reach between School
and Little Comfort lakes.



East Wetland – continued landowner outreach and restoration design
development.

o Shields Lake:

o Lake Keewahtin:

o Forest Lake:


CR 50 IESF – continued landowner outreach. Continued coordination with
the City of Forest Lake on the utility and drainage easement. Project out to
bid with the bid opening in late June.

o Comfort Lake:


•
•

Sunrise River Hwy 61 Wetland Enhancement (Tax Forfeit project) – public
open house on June 22 from 6-8 pm. Continued landowner outreach
regarding property access. Continued coordination with the MN DOT.
Close to having a 90% design completed.

5400 Wetlands
o

5500 Upland Resources
o
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Comfort
Current

Residential2

Current Developments4
Current Commercial
Current Governmental
Total Current Sites1
Total Inspections in 2022*
Average Inspections per Site in
2022*
Total Non-Compliant Inspection
Items in 2022*
Average Percentage of NonCompliant Items per Inspection in
2022*

22

Little Comfort

Forest

Bone

Total3

4

18
1

6
0

50

1

3

3

0

5

2

1

2

0

7

33

114

6

7

25

3.6

10

8%

3%

10%

2

3

108

1.2

9

70

18

3.5

6

6

110

4.4

87

0

6%

249

207
8%

Permitting Program Metrics1

YEAR TO DATE METRICS

*The Total Inspections in 2022 does not yet include all the reports. Reports are n the process of being added to the database.
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Notes:

1.

As of 07/16/20 residential numbers include any homes within residential developments/subdivisions if a permit transfer took place. This gives a more accurate representation of the number of permits staff are processing.

3.

The inspection numbers for Little Comfort LMD seem disproportionate to the number of sites because one inspection is counted for each Liberty Ponds home, but the development of Liberty Ponds is counted as one site for the purpose of

2.

Totals may not equal the sum of each Lake Management District’s numbers. Some projects are in more than one LMD and are counted for each applicable LMD,

maintaining consistency with the other developments.

1. Only permits closed out in the last month will be lshown in Figure 2
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