WATERSHEDS & WATERSHED DISTRICTS

WATERSHED CONTACTS
General Inquiries
e: info@clflwd.org
p: 651-395-5850

COMFORT LAKE-FOREST LAKE

WATERSHED DISTRICT

Permitting & Regulation:
Trey Jonas, District Technician
e: trey.jonas@clflwd.org
p: 651-395-5852

COMFORT LAKE-FOREST LAKE
WATERSHED DISTRICT
The Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed District
(CLFLWD) is a local government organization that
covers 49 square miles in northern Washington and
southern Chisago counties including portions of the
City of Wyoming, Chisago City, Chisago Lake Township,
Franconia Township, the City of Forest Lake, and the
City of Scandia. Like other watershed districts, the
CLFLWD geographic boundaries are determined by the
flow of water.
All water within this watershed ultimately flows to one
point, Comfort Lake and exits to the Sunrise River. This
watershed is divided into four major lake management
districts for planning and projects; Bone Lake, Forest
Lake, Little Comfort Lake, and Comfort Lake. The above
map depicts these four management Districts.
One of the primary goals of the District is to restore
and maintain the water quality of local lakes. To do
this, the District utilizes targeted monitoring, pollutant
contribution data, and cost-benefit analysis to identify
the most cost effective programs and projects. An
example of one such project is highlighted inside this
brochure.
More information about the history, management
approach, and water quality improvement projects of
the District can be found online at www.clflwd.org.

Protecting and improving
your local water resources.

Follow us on social media @CLFLWD
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Aquatic Invasive Species:
Garrett Miller, Watershed Assistant
e: garrett.miller@clflwd.org
p: 651-395-5854
Water Monitoring & Projects:
Blayne Eineichner, Project Coordinator
e: blayne.eineichner@clflwd.org
p: 651-395-5857
Volunteering & Education Events:
Jessica Lindemyer, Operations & Outreach
e: jesssica.lindemyer@clflwd.org
p: 651-395-5858
For a full list of District Staff please visit
www.clflwd.org/contact.php

BOARD OF MANAGERS
The CLFLWD is governed by an appointed,
five-member Board of Managers. Managers
are appointed by the counties (Washington or
Chisago) within which the Watershed District
is located. Each manager holds a three-year
term of office and may be reappointed for
additional three-year terms. Visit www.clflwd.
org/about_board.php for a list of current
board members.

Cover image: Bone-Birch-School-Little Comfort (BBSLC) Tributary

6/23/2021 3:52:21 PM

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT

Enhanced Street Sweeping

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT

Do-it-yourself (DIY) Monitoring

Project Location: City of Forest Lake

Project Location: Multiple

Description: Excess phosphorus is the number one
source of pollution to freshwater lakes and results
in increased algae growth. In 2017 the Watershed
District developed an enhanced street sweeping plan
for the City of Forest Lake that optimizes removal
of phosphorus and total suspended solids. In 2018
the City of Forest Lake utilized the plan to obtain
a grant for a new, more efficient, regenerative air
vacuum sweeper to replace its existing mechanical
broom sweeper. The new sweeper is estimated to
remove up to 3x more phosphorus than the old one.

Description: Water monitoring is crucial to effectively
improving water resources, and it comprises a key
element of the Prioritized, Targeted and Measurable
(PTM) implementation strategy the District utilizes.
Pre-project monitoring helps locate the most costeffective project sites, and post-project monitoring
measures the project’s impact and progress toward
goals. Monitoring helps us reach goals faster and
more cost-effectively, ultimately saving time and
public dollars. While the cost of monitoring is a
concern for some organizations, others believe that
we can’t afford NOT to perform monitoring. Do-ityourself (DIY) monitoring is one solution. It presents a
less costly alternative to traditional water monitoring
programs, while providing the same amount of data.

Outcomes: The implementation of the enhanced
street sweeping plan, combined with the use of a
regenerative air vacuum sweeper, will keep over
150 pounds of phosphorus-laden material such as
leaves, grass clippings and sediment from entering
the lakes via stormdrains each year. Roadways will
also see benefits and require less maintenance.
Funding & Partners: The Watershed District received a
grant for developing the plan in the amount of $36,000
from the Clean Water Fund (CWF). The
City of Forest Lake was then able to
submit the plan developed by the District
as part of a second grant application for
the purchase of a new sweeper, from
which they were awarded $220,000.
Comfort Lake-Forest Lake and Rice Creek
watershed districts contributed $19,415
and $8,085, respectively, to the project.

Learn more about this exciting project and others
online at www.clflwd.org/projects.php
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Outcomes: The goal for this program is to obtain
the necessary amount of monitoring data at a
fraction of the traditional cost. We will use this
data to target, then measure, best management
practices. Implementation of this program will
ultimately result in demonstrably meeting water
quality goals in a less costly and less timely manner
than traditional methods, saving taxpayer dollars.
Funding & Partners: The District is working with
local volunteers to implement a DIY monitoring pilot
program. The DIY monitoring methods utilize opensource technology. Volunteers and District staff
collect and analyze grab samples from key tributaries
to identify suspected phosphorus loading hot spots.

Learn more about this exciting program online at
www.clflwd.org/monitoring.php

GET INVOLVED

Citizen Advisory Committee
Are you passionate about preserving your lakes,
streams, and wetlands for future generations? If your
answer is yes, consider joining the Citizen Advisory
Committee (CAC)! The CAC is a small group of
engaged citizens that meets once per month in an
informal setting to discuss District activities and plan
community education events. The CAC also provides
recommendations to the CLFLWD Board of Managers
on Watershed District matters. Over the past several
years CAC members have planned, and been involved
in, activities such as high school water monitoring
field trips, native plantings, and community stormdrain
stenciling.
The CAC is open to anyone who is a resident of the
Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed District and
accepts members of all backgrounds and abilities, no
prior knowledge or education required! Meetings are
held the 1st Tuesday of the month.

Adopt-A-Drain
Did you know that many of the stormdrains you see
on the street lead directly to our local water bodies
with little to no treatment? The simple act of sweeping
up around a stormdrain protects local lakes and rivers
by preventing pollution from entering our shared
waterways. In 2018 metro residents prevented more
than 35,000 pounds of debris from washing into our
lakes and rivers just by sweeping up around stormdrains.
If you’ve got a stormdrain in your neighborhood, check
out www.adopt-a-drain.org, and sign-up to adopt a
drain near you!
Learn more about this exciting opportunity online at
www.clflwd.org/about_committees.php

6/23/2021 3:52:46 PM

