ToREST LAKE TIME S

and what you need to know

Yurly leaf” pondweed
is an.aquatic inva-
sive plant species

that was introduced to the
U.S. in the 1800s and has
since spread to many bod-
ies of water. It has a unique
life cycle.

Sprouting in. autumn
from dormant pine-cone
like buds, called turions,
which lie on the lake bot-
tom, the young plants re-
magin alive under the ice
during the winter, giving
them a jumpstart on the
native plants that -remain
dormant-until spring:

‘Their competitive ad- .

vantage over native aquatic
plants tends to be even
greater in years of little
or No Snow cover-because
their growth is more vigor-
ous due to the additional

hght they receive thjough

‘the ice.
Curly leaf pondweed

- can grow in dense stands,
_thus covering large area of

thie ‘water surface. The abil-

ity of ‘the: plant to quickly -

develop by spring or early
. sumimer can create prob-
lems for recreation and
navigation. -

The plant then dies back
in late-June to July, and
causes additional prob-
lems.

‘The dead plants often

accumulate along the lake-

shore, and provide an’ in-

flux of phosphorus from

the decomposing plants
which commonly results in
* an algal bloom,

Curly leaf pondweed
displaces native plant com-
munities by rapidly grow-
- -ing above native aquatic

species, thus impeding and -

" reducing desuable plant
productlon ' - :

Management ob]ectlves ’
for curly leaf pondweed

control should involve pre-
vention (by reducing the
phosphorus load entering
the lake from the surround-

‘id-July,

ing watershed) and main-
tenance.: Once established,
curly leaf pondweed is dif-
ficult, if not impossible to
completely eradicate.

Management ciforts
should include keeping
beaches free from plant
growth, opening boat lanes
from the shore to open wa-
ter, maintaining favorable
plant cover for fish popula-
tions and restoring the di-
versity of’ submcrged plant
communities.

Established populations

. of curly leaf pondweed
" should also be maintained

{o. prevent further spread
by fragmentation and con-
trol measures should be
conducted early in the year
before turions are produc-
es.

Because curly leaf pond--

weed is generally gone by
management
activities should be under-
taken in the spring or very

“garly summer to have maxi-
~mum bengfit.

‘CONTROL METHODS
The main control meth-

odsinclude:
*Mechanical harvestin g

— Cutting, harvesting is

used as a means to control

“the plant, although plants

will likely reestablish from
the remaining roots.

Harvesting- consists of-

cutting curly leaf pondweed

approximately five feet be- .

low the surface of the wa-
ter, collecting by conveyor,
and storing until disposed
of onland.. .

Harvesting creates Open .
areas of water by 1emovmg .

surface mats.

" +Chemical treatment —
Several hebicides are avail-

- -able and have been success-
ful for curly-leaf pondweed- :

control.

These herbicides, how-
ever are not species selec-
tive and will also kill the
beneficial native aquatic

LINK

.651-209-9753 or

vegetation in the treatment
area. o

*Habitat manipulation
— Habitat manipulation

" such as water level draw

down, dredging, or bot-
tom bartriers can be used
to manage curly leaf pond-
weed. Fall drawdown can
prevent curl leaf pondweed
from growing the follow-
ing summer by exposing
turions to freezing tem-
peratures and desiceation,
while dredging removes the
rooted plants, and bottom
barriers prevent the growth
of rooted plants in small
areas.

Individuals may need a
permit to remove rooted
aquatic vegetation - from
their lakefront. '

Toformation on both

‘the  Aquatic” Plant -Man-

agement Program and ‘the

. Public Waters Work Permit
Program is available on the

DNR Web site at HYPER-
“hitp:/fwww.dnr.
state.mn.us/permits/watet/
index.html”"  http:/fwww.

. dnr.state;mn.us/permits/

water/index. himl or by call—
ing 651-296-6157. ‘

For additional mforma-
tion on - the relationship
bétween aquatic vegetation
and water quality contact
Randy - Anhorn, ‘Admin-
istrator/Limnologist .4t
the CLFLWD offices at
randy.
anhorn@clﬂwd org.

To arrange a free v151t
with a runoff management
professional, contact An-
horn at 651-209-9753 or
send an e-mail to: randy.
anhorn@clflwd.org, '

Additional 1nf0rma—
tion on the CLFLWDs
cost-share program can be
found at clflwd.org.

THE COLUMN IS A PUB-
LIC SERVICE MESSAGE FROM
THE ComFORT LAKE-FOREST
LAKE WATERSHED DISTRICT.




